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SLO Controlled Burn
By Jim Thorpe

On March 5, the State Land Office, as part of its

The next GCLPO Rangeland Ecological Services Program (RESP),
meeting is ;:)nducted a small. controlled burn on trust lands on
e Thorpe ranch in northeastern Guadalupe
scheduled for County. According to Commissioner Patrick Lyons,
Tuesday, April "The goal of the RESP program is to develop low-
10, 2007, at 7:00 tech solutions to common problems agriculturalists
PM at the new face, and skills that are easily transferable.”
Santa Rosa Mid- This burn was part of a practical demonstra-
dle School Cafe- tion/study comparing different methods of control-
teria. ling mature stands of one-seeded juniper which _ o _ _
suppress forage production and ground cover, con- With spot applications of two different herbi-
Please make sequently contributing to run-off and soil erosion. A  ¢ides: in addition, there is a "control” area with-
difficulty encountered in using fire to control mature Ut ny treatment following a season of growth
plans to attend. cimeuty , 9 : -
juniper stands is the lack of "ladder fuels" to carry ~ nd grazing deferment, transects will be made

to compare the effects. The State Land Office
hopes to further develop treatments and prac-
tices that will enhance the continuing productiv-
ity of New Mexico rangelands.

the fire into the main trunk with heat sufficient to Kill
it. In this study, the lower branches of the mature
trees were limbed and stacked against the main
trunks the year prior. It was hypothesized that
these branches, when dried, would provide the fuel |f you have an interest in a potential project,
for a hot fire that would kill the main tree. Each tree  please contact the SLO Range Conservation-
was fired individually by the burn team where ist, Ann Demint, at 827-5856 or

ground cover was insufficient to carry the fire from  5demint@slo.state.nm.us

tree to tree. Adjacent areas are to be hand treated




In the last issue we requested input so that we can feature an area pioneer for each issue. The following is an article
written by Mike Romero of Newkirk, for which we thank him. We are now requesting submissions for future articles
from GCLPO members so that we may continue with this feature on a regular basis.
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