
By Max Tenorio 
2006 was a very interesting year, to say the least.  
At this time last year I was inquiring about the 
cabañuelas to see if I could get a peek into what 
the New Year would bring us as far as moisture 
was concerned.  The drought of the past five 
years had certainly been ideal for developing 
agri-ulcers and from talking to the local produc-
ers they all pretty much felt the same as I did: 
we were in for a bumper crop of gray hairs, 
wrinkles and ulcers. The price of beef was at a 
record high, which is very typical during bad 
droughts.  Ironically that seems to be the pattern: 
bad drought, low calf yields and good prices.  
 
The cabañuelas held true for the first six and a 
half months of the year; they predicted extreme 
drought, and that is what we had.  However, 
during the later part of June the monsoons ar-
rived and the summer turned out to be one of the 
best summers in recent memory; so much for the 
cabañuelas, which predicted twelve months of 
severe drought.  I guess the ancient weather pre-
dictors are as reliable as our modern meteorolo-
gists; they are something to think about while we 
wait for rain.  

What was consistent for the 2006 year was 
the price of cattle.  2005 was good but 2006 
was even better; those of you who contracted 
your calves with the Guadalupe County Pro-
ducers certainly know what I am talking 
about.  I don’t know about the rest of you 
ranchers out there, but this was the best price 
I’ve ever seen.  Hopefully El Niño will pour 
on us this coming year, and hopefully El 
Papá will continue to bless us with more 
good livestock and good prices. 

Sunset over Guadalupe 

Looking Back at 2006 

Accomplishments thus far�
1. Had an Organizational Meeting on De-

cember 2, 2006 at the Knights of Co-
lumbus Hall in Santa Rosa. 

2. Election of Officers 
· Max Tenorio - President 

· Bill Ortiz  - Vice-President 

· Yolanda Tenorio  - Secretary/treasurer 

 
3. Started the web site at gclpo.org. 
4. Wrote a draft of the proposed bylaws 

for GCLPO.  
5. Started to enroll members for 

GCLPO. 
 

Special points of interest: 

· Looking Back at 2006 

· Accomplishments thus 
far 

· A Word of Caution 

· County Bred Steer 

· Calf Sales 

· Bylaws 

· Trading Post 

· News from New Mex-
ico Livestock Board 

· Manos A La Obra 
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Martinez, Mr. and Mrs. Sam Cowden, Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Mitchell, Mr. Larry Nelson (Nelson Meats), Laute Lucero, 
George and Diane Gonzales, and Mrs. Jean Cowden. The two 
highest contributors were Mr. Larry Nelson and Mrs. Jean Cow-
den.    
 
I am sure that if I had enough time to contact more of our county 
producers, our figures would have been much higher.  I apolo-
gize for not giving you the opportunity to help these kids; how-
ever, we raised enough money to help the 2006 County Bred 
exhibitors. We will have other chances to help in future county 
fairs.     

For generations now many 
local ranchers have pur-
chased high-powered or 
registered bulls, used them 
a year or two and then 
traded them with their 
neighbors.  This has 
worked very well in the 
past.  However, because of 
the outbreak of bovine 
STD’s in recent years, the 
New Mexico Livestock 
Board has made it a law 
that all non-virgin bulls must be tested for trichinosis before 
they can legally be placed on a different herd of cattle.   
 
This might sound like an inconvenience and waste of time, 
but consider the alternative: contamination of cattle herds in 

the county can create chaos. One infected bull/cow can con-
taminate hundreds of head of cattle in one breeding season.  
The end result can be a long expensive process, of identifying 
all the infected livestock, coping with the pangs of quaran-
tines, and cleaning up your herd. 
 
Seems to me that abiding by this law is in our own best inter-
est.  Therefore, if you are considering putting non-virgin bulls 
in your herd, work something out with the previous owner 
and have these bulls tested before you place them with your 
cattle.     

* READ PAGE 5 OF THIS NEWSLETTER * 
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A WORD OF CAUTION�

The County Bred Steer Show was a great success, thanks to 
all of you ranchers who kept pressing me and insisting that 
you would support county-bred calves at the County Fair.  
Your financial contributions reflected your sincerity and 
made a big statement in Guadalupe County.  Hopefully this 
coming year we can repeat the gesture.   
 
To give you an idea of the support we got this past August 
for the County Bred calves, let me tell you how long it took 
me to round up $2,000, which was given as add-on to the 
exhibitors of County Bred Steers.  A short time on the tele-
phone and a few personal contacts at the county fair was all 
it took to round up the add-on, not to mention the $4,600 
paid for the calf that made the sale, along with other add-ons 
that were received.  I think this is an appropriate time to give 
thanks to those people who generously gave to support these 
kids who were showing County Bred Steers.  The following 
are the producers who contributed to the fund: Singleton 
Ranches, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Tapia, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Tapia, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sisneros, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Tom 
White, Mr. and Mrs. Don Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Ace 
Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. Max Tenorio, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry 
Gallegos, Mr. and Mrs. Tony Gallegos, Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
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Hannah Cowden and her County Bred Steer 

We would like to feature the agricultural 
pioneers of Guadalupe County.  Please 
send us your pictures and articles. 



cles for the newsletter, planning, organizing and 
executing our plans, but  they have been responsi-
ble for starting and maintaining our GCLPO web-
site.  If you haven’t already, log on and visit the 
site, see what we have now on the site and let your 
imagination go wild on the endless business possi-
bilities and fun that we can have in the future.  
Our membership is steadily growing; if you have 
not sent in your $20.00 membership dues please 
do so as soon as possible.  Your annual dues pays 
for the cost of putting out our County Newsletter 
and maintaining the website.   If you know of any 
Guadalupe County producers who for some rea-
son have not been included in our mailing list 
please have them contact us.  Our goal is to have 
every Guadalupe County agricultural producer 
become a member.  
 

Contracting our calves in July was an exciting ven-
ture. It was pretty neat to see many county live-
stock producers organize and negotiate a price for 
our calves with Mr. Mike Wolf (the cattle buyer).  
This year we hit the jackpot and contracted our 
calves at the highest price of the year.  The price of 
beef has been dropping since then; as a matter of 
fact, today’s prices are roughly about twenty cents 
per pound lower than what we received.  It is 
amazing to see how much we can all benefit by 
working together.  

 
Bylaws 

 
The proposed bylaws for GCLPO are posted on the 
gclpo.org website.  Click on the “proposed bylaws” 
link and give us your feedback. 
 

Trading Post Items 
If you have items for sale or trade, you can email, 
phone, or write the description to GCLPO and we will 
be happy to post them. 

For Sale 
Used pump jack and 8” auger for 3 pt hitch, both in 
excellent condition, Call 505-472-3210 or 505-
799-8812 . 

Wanted 
Used branding calf table, for calves up to 500 lbs. 
Call 505-868-1701, 505-512-6025, or 505-512-
6026. 
 
Used meat saw, grinder, tenderizer, and slicer. 
Contact info@ortizranch.com, or call 505-868-
9625 or 505-799-8108 . 
 
Used pickup feeder, 500 to 1000 pound capacity. 
Contact info@ortizranch.com, or call 505-868-
9625 or 505-799-8108 . 

� Manos A La Obra / Hands to Work 

By Max Tenorio 
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We think the best news this year for Guadalupe 
County agricultural producers is the inception of 
our Guadalupe County Livestock Producers Or-
ganization.  During our last meeting we had elec-
tion of officers.  The ranchers present were very 
enthused about the whole thing, and we talked at 
length about several different topics related to 
ranching, but the main focus on how beneficial 
this organization can be to everyone in Guada-
lupe County. 
We would like to thank all of you who have 
helped this idea materialize.  We would also like 
to extend a very sincere thanks to our wives 
Yolanda Tenorio and Joan Ortiz  for countless 
hours of help and for making this project fun to 
work on.  Bill and Joan have not only helped 
with many hours of volunteer work writing arti-
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I would like to contribute to ensure that the GCLPO continues to pro-
mote local products and improve marketing services. 
 
Please send your donation to : 
�
������
�����������	�
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����������������  
 
 
Name:______________________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Ranch Name _____________________________________________ 
 
Email address:___________________________________________ 
 
Phone:__________________________________________________ 
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