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Plans for our Next GCLPO Meeting 
 

It has been awhile since our last GCLPO meeting and it is definitely time for our next 
one.  I think you’ll agree with me that our GCLPO meetings are getting better every 
time - more informative and better turnouts.  Way to go, Guadalupe County Ranchers 
and Farmers. 
If you recall in our last couple of GCLPO meetings we have been nurturing the idea of 
the Pintada Watershed Conservation Coalition.  Mr. Don Thompson has officially 
organized the PWCC Organization.  It has its bylaws, officers, and some paid 
members in place. As a matter of fact this last Saturday, July 25, a field day took place 
at the Thompson Ranch in the Pintada area. The objective of the field day was to see 
first hand some of the conservation practices that Mr. Don Thompson has been 
implementing for the last fifteen years.  This was a textbook worth of knowledge 
learned in half a day; one can see extremes and in-betweens of conservation in 

practices; areas where trees have been knocked down and put in arroyos recently as well as trees 
which were put in arroyos many years ago.  The visible recovery of land is amazing, and I venture to 
say that the same holds true for what we cannot see happening underground – the recharging of the 
water table.  The field day was a great success. There were representatives from NMSU, Santa Fe, 
Los Alamos, and many locals.   
The reality of the need for water conservation and land restoration is so important, especially for 
future generations, that we decided to hold a special presentation during our next GCLPO meeting. 
We have invited Mr. Fred Hinker, a local retired water engineer, to be our guest speaker.  We would 
like to see all ranchers and farmers, whether or not members of GCLPO, to bring in their teenage 
boys and girls to attend this meeting.  We feel that it is important for us adults to be sold on the idea 
of water conservation and land restoration, but it is far more important for our youth to buy into this 
idea.  We know that unfortunately some of our youth will graduate and move out and become 
residents of some other place.  However, no matter where they go if they learn to conserve today, 
they will not do without tomorrow.   
As an added feature we plan to have door prizes for the teenagers who attend the meeting.  Do 
yourself and your children a favor and show up for our next meeting on August 18, 2009 at 6:00 PM 
at the Santa Rosa Middle School Cafeteria. 

Guadalupe County Livestock 
Producers Organization�
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The next GCLPO meeting is scheduled for 6:00 PM at the new Santa Rosa Middle 
School Cafeteria on Tuesday, August 18, 2009. Please make plans to attend. 

Cooperator 
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By Max Tenorio 
 

     We have all heard the saying, “water is life”, and 
we know for a fact that we are running out of water 
very fast.  For too many generations the conflict in 
western United States has been a legal battle for 
water rights, and very little concerted effort has been 
done to save the limited water we have and we get.  
The same holds true for land, and we often hear 
ranchers say, “don’t ever sell your land, they are not 
making any more.” How true it is, water is life and 
there in no more land being made. This is perhaps 
the main reason that Mr. Don Thompson spear-
headed the inception of the Pintada Watershed As-
sociation.  And as he stated in a conversation with 

other Guadalupe County ranchers not too long ago, “together we can all contribute in a relative 
manner to recharge the water table (give life), and together we can make a lot of land by restoring 
the lands we have lost to erosion.”  I believe this is profound. 
Mr. Thompson has been involved with water and lands all of his life and understands how vital 
they are for the well being of future generations especially.  The future of our children and grand-
children depends on how well we conserve water, and restore lands today.  We challenge you to 
make it your individual responsibility to take the initiative to begin applying conservation practices, 
as well as begin experimenting to find new techniques of recharging aquifers and restoring land.  
In the long run restoring lands and stopping erosion will recharge water tables. Recharging water 
tables may solve some of the legal water disputes, since there will be more water.  Every conser-
vation effort, no matter how large or how small, contributes to the overall results.  Your contribu-
tion may be as small as simply throwing the left over branches from your woodcutting in the small 
arroyos, or it may be as big as bulldozing thousands of acres and filling big arroyos and building 
earth tanks.  We have government programs that will help with free technical advice, and you may 
even qualify for financial assistance of some sort.  
In the final analysis we are starting with only a handful of people, conscious of the rapid depletion 
of land and water.  We know we can reverse the process; however, in order for us to see the re-
sults in our lifetime we must recruit, begin awareness, and start a culture with a mission today.    

Reminder 
This reminder comes from County Extension Agent Gino Lujan: The Guadalupe County Extension 
Office features a Learning Center that includes Internet-accessible computers available for public 
use, with assistance provided for people unfamiliar with computer use and/or navigating the Internet. 
The Learning Center is open Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00. 

GCLPO.org 
Have you checked out the GCLPO web site lately? It’s at www.gclpo.org and has been recently up-
dated. We are actively soliciting input for the various sections on the site, along with suggestions for 
additions and improvements. 

Conservation on Thompson Ranch  
near Pintada 
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Congressional Inquiry 

By Bill Ortiz 
The Guadalupe County FSA Committee has written a letter requesting a Congressional Inquiry as to why the Non-
Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) was set at six percent grazing loss for 2008.  The Guadalupe 
County FSA Committee had requested a modest 60% grazing loss for 2008.  Guadalupe County FSA Committee 
has joined at least seven other counties to protest the way that the NAP was calculated for the 2008 growing season.  
The assessments were conducted by the State NRCS office with the NM State Land Office and the Bureau of Land 
Management offering combined county average assessments.   
Some of the highlights of the letter include: 
NM Notice NAP-54 states that the forage specialists who completed the assessments did not have a financial 
interest in the outcome.  Without question, the NM State Land Office and BLM have direct financial, economical, 
and vested interests in determining native grass losses and cannot be impartial in the assessments.  These two agen-
cies clearly have a conflict of interest.  While program regulation does allow the use of State Land Offices or BLM, 
the Guadalupe County FSA Committee believes that this is a inherent flaw in the program that is not adequately 
serving the needs of the producers. 
Brenda Archuleta, Executive Office, Acting SED & Acting STC, has made decisions without a quorum nor 
the knowledge or experience necessary to administer the program properly.  It is the position of the Guadalupe 
County FSA Committee that no final ruling should be made without a duly appointed State Committee.  As long as 
Ms. Archuleta continues to make decisions with “AGENCY/GOVERNMENT ONLY” representation, our produc-
ers are not being represented in a fair and legal manner.   
On August 5, 2008, thirty-one Counties were declared disasters due to drought by the way of Declaration 
#S2716, which included Guadalupe County.  This declaration alone should be sufficient to support maximum 
grazing losses yet has been ignored by the State office. 
The letter was sent to our State Senator Pete Campos, State Representative Jose A. Campos, State Representative 
Thomas A. Garcia, Governor Bill Richardson, Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, Senator Jeff Bingaman, Sena-
tor Tom Udall, and U.S. Representative Harry Teague.   
 
 

Buying Hay 
 

When is the right time to buy hay?  The answer is, probably, when we find the right deal or when we don’t 
have any other choice.  There are times when we find ourselves with a herd of cows and no grass on the pas-
tures.  That is one of those times when we either sell our livestock or buy hay regardless of the price.  On occa-
sion we come across a real good deal when someone is selling hay at a bargain price.  This is a rarity anymore 
but it does happen.  The opportunity to purchase hay is often likely to occur this time of the year.  Farmers are 
swamped cutting, baling, and putting up hay.  Perhaps their biggest enemy now is what they’ve been praying 
for all year, rain.  Ironically, their biggest enemy is perhaps our biggest ally.  Striped hay sells very reasonably 
and in my experience it makes wonderful cow hay.  One may even find good #1 alfalfa hay at a reasonable 
price this time of the year, because farmers have a difficult time finding help to get it out of the field.  So con-
sidering all these circumstances, think about looking for your winter hay right now. 
When looking for hay GCLPO can help you in a couple of ways:  

1) We can pool and purchase a semi load or large bales from Colorado, like we’ve done in the past, or  
2)  We can try to find farmers with small or large bales closer to Guadalupe County.  

 Either way, if you need hay you should inform us and as soon as there are enough buyers to order a semi load 
we will make the contact.  Also if there are local farmers who have hay for sale let us know so that we can pro-
mote it. 
Early this month I was talking to Knox Cortese and I was telling him that I had recently purchased a semi load 
of striped hay for $135.00 per ton delivered, and he said if I needed more that he probably could find me some 
striped hay in Ft. Sumner for about the same price. 
GCLPO members, if you need hay, let’s talk; give me or Bill Ortiz a phone call and we’ll see what we can do.  
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Trading Post 
 

(Advertising in the Trading Post is free for GCLPO 
members. Call Max or Bill, or e-mail your item to 
info@gclpo.org) 

 
If you know of anybody that would be interested in doing 
some day work please inform Max or Bill so we can put 
it in the Trading Post and also post it on our website. 
 

Don’t forget to pay your 2009 dues. 
$20.00 will keep your membership up to date. 
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Proof readers and constructive critics: Yolanda Tenorio, Joan Ortiz 
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Our thoughts and prayers to Tony Gallegos, 
Jerry Gallegos, Alfredo Flores, and Mrs. Gil-
berta Maestas. 


