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The next GCLPO meetingis scheduled for 7:00 PM at the new Santa Rosa [elidd
School Cafeteria on Tuesday, March 3, 2009. Plesde plans to attend.
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PREDATORS

By Max Tenorio

When we think of the word predators the first thing that comes to ranchers’ minds is
coyotes, and with plenty of reason. Seems like since sheep ranchers were put out of
business by a combination of factors — the synthetic industry, the importation of
foreign lamb, the interference of the animal activists with the fur trade and the inability
of governments trappers to control the coyote population — cattle ranchers have
been grossly impacted by coyote depredation. Seems like these last few years the
problem has gotten worse in Guadalupe County and | imagine throughout the
Southwest.

Last Spring | personally lost eight calves to coyotes. In a diligent effort for revenge | set out on a
mission to reduce the coyote numbers and surprisingly in fourteen days we caught twenty-four
coyotes. That is a lot of dogs to feed. The impact was felt more when | sold my calves; between the
low calf prices and the reduced number of calves | ended up with approximately 25% less income.

A few years of this type of conditions and we will be looking for a different occupation.

Recently | heard that my neighbor to the west had already lost four calves to coyotes, and we are
just beginning calving season. Coyotes are everywhere — just because we don’t see them does not
mean they are not there. During the Christmas vacation my son and my little nephew did some
predator calling and in one stand they called in a pack of ten coyotes. | have heard stories like this
from different people who have been out calling this year. This is becoming a bigger problem than
we can handle as individual ranchers, unless we as an organization brainstorm and come up with a
solution.

In discussing this problem with other GCLPO members these are some of the ideas which have
been suggested:
Organizing coyote drives.
If you have the luxury of mesh fence, installing snares.
Paying fee to organize a coyote calling contests.
Ranchers organize an aerial coyote hunt over a large area
Have trapping seminars within GCLPO and trap throughout the trapping season (bobcat
furs are still bringing from $200 to $300).
6. Somehow include government trapper assistance in your repertoire.
These are some ideas that we can be thinking of to discuss during our next GCLPO meeting.
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Drought Plan
By Bill Ortiz

Due to the continuing drought over the last fewryeaea ranchers
have had to implement their drought plan. Manyehlaad to reduce
-4 the number of livestock, rent extra pasture, ocpase an extraordi-
nary amount of feed. We have got to plan aheasdeswill not be
caught off guard if the drought continues. We askthe County
Extension Agent to put on seminars to assist @sldressing this
problem.

We need to plan ahead so we will not be caughgoéird and have to
resort to drastic measures. “Hombre aprevenid@gavencido” (A

4 man that is prepared is never conquered). Ittiprafitable to sell
your livestock when there is a flood of droughicéten cattle at the
auction. If a rancher can plan to sell when theggrare high and
buy when the prices are low there will be a higbrefit margin.

A good Coyote
Is a dead Coyote

If this drought continues maybe we should consoddling our cattle
now when the price is higher than what it has bedhe last few
months. Good bred cows are bringing up to $92% dheaper to keep a young replacement heifer
than an older cow. True that a heifer will notgwoe a calf this year, but if you keep the $925yfmur
cash flow you will be money ahead. This is onlg evay that we as producers can weather the
drought that is upon us.

In conclusion we can hope that global warming igevpmlitical than reality. If it is reality we rahers
in the Southwest can only prepare to be put otli@business and have a big back yard insteadssf ra
ing cattle.

We can discuss other ways that have been trieghawen at the next GCLPO meeting.

Reminder
Once again it is time to turn out your bulls witbuy cattle. We can only caution you to insure that
your bulls have been checked by a veterinariamdiare that they are fertile and free of trichisosi
Regardless of where you get your bulls it is alwag®od practice to test your bulls before you put
them out. Buy or lease your bull from a proveaducer that will certify his bulls. There are some
local GCLPO members that have some good qualityg fad sale. Contact Max or Bill if you would
like buy or sell some of your bulls.

Reminder
This reminder comes from County Extension Agentodinjan: The Guadalupe County Extensign
Office features a Learning Center that includesrimtt-accessible computers available for publiq
use, with assistance provided for people unfamiliéin computer use and/or navigating the Interpet.
The Learning Center is open Monday-Friday 8:00-5:00




¢, Qué Pasa? Section
The meeting on March 3, 2009 will have a guestlspredr. Del Jimenez from Alcalde, NM.
His topic will be “Break even pricing when your dayp is used to feed your cattle.”

We will also have a discussion on the release®Mbxican Wolf that is proposed by the US

Fish and Wildlife. There will also be a meetingthg Guadalupe County Commissioners that

will address the reintroduction of the Mexican Wiolfour area. We should have more informa-

tion by the next meeting date.

Should we discuss how to recharge our water tdiyldsiilding some dirt tanks and controlling
the run-off from streams and arroyos by using dier dams? We can discuss ideas during the
GCLPO meeting and form committees for each watekshée can then work with the Guada-

lupe County NRCS to obtain plans and funding.

What are you doing with your retired horses? Waudhdiscuss whether GCLPO should join in
efforts to lift or modify the ban on selling hordes slaughter. This will give the local producers

another source of income and allow the producegptace his horses with younger stock. Ex-
perience has shown that the ban has only creatddigons by increasing the number of horses

that are abandoned or starved.

GCLPO.org

Have you checked out the GCLPO web site latelg?alt'www.gclpo.org and has been recently uy
dated. We are actively soliciting input for theieass sections on the site, along with suggestions
additions and improvements.
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Trading Post

| (Advertising in the Trading Post is free for GCLPO
' members. Call Max or Bill, or e-mail your item to
info@gclpo.org)

If you know of anybody that would be interestedlaing
some day work please inform Max or Bill so we cah p
it in the Trading Post and also post it on our witebs

( . Don’t forget to pay your 2009 dues.
) $20.00 will keep your membership up to date.
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$ 4 our thoughts and prayers to Tony Galleg >

$ 8 ! >l Jerry Gallegos, John Higgins, Mrs. Teofilag
Lopez, and Mrs. Gilberta Maestas.
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Proof readers and constructive critics: YolandaoFien Joan Ortiz




