State of New Mexico

A Part of the NAIS – National Animal Identification System

Instructions for premises registration

The most important information needed in premises registration is an accurate and precise physical address.  The physical address is usually a 911-type address as assigned by the county emergency addressing system.  This address can usually be obtained by contacting the county tax assessor’s office and/or the county planning and zoning coordinator.  Post office box numbers will not suffice as a physical address.  The physical address should be the location of the livestock operation headquarters if appropriate.  If no headquarters or other improvements exist on the property, and an adequate 911-type address is not available, then adequate information locating the property must be provided.

If an adequate physical address is not available or is not assigned by the county, then three pieces of information are required.  They are:


1.  Legal land description including township, range and section.  This information can often be obtained from tax billing documents.


2.  Global Positioning Coordinates (GPS).  Coordinate readings should be taken at a location such as the headquarters, front gate or other location that will insure that animal health officials can easily locate the property.  If possible GPS coordinates should be given in decimal degrees format.


3.  Driving directions to the property.  Driving directions should include mileages from an easily identifiable starting location such as the intersection of major roadways, major streets in town, etc.  (If accurate GPS coordinates are provided driving directions and legal land descriptions can be develop at the Livestock Board office).
What is a Premises?

USDA defines a premises as:  “any geographically unique location associated with animal agriculture that would allow for the commingling or movement of animals or poultry or that is involved in commerce (i.e. farms, ranches, feedyards, dairies, auction barns, livestock exhibitions and fair sites).”  If there are multiple physical locations, then each location may be required to register as a separate premises.

In the strictest sense, it is not necessary to identify every piece of ground that may contain animals with a separate premises ID number if these locations contain no facilities and are only transient grazing locations that may often change.  However, if locations are “substantial”, and harbor animals for considerable lengths of time, or if animals are commingled with animals from other locations, then it will probably be advantageous to have separate premises identification numbers for each location.  Separate numbers might mean that only one of a producer’s premises would be quarantined should an infected animal be traced back to that premises.  If livestock will be subject to brand inspection requirements when moved from premises to premises, each premises will need a separate premises number.
Who Needs a Premises Registration Number?
Premises registration numbers will ultimately be needed for any location that harbors livestock or through which livestock move, even if only one animal is involved.  Since premises registration numbers remain with the property, even if sold, the owner of the property should be the person responsible for obtaining applying for a number.  Even if the owner owns no livestock, he will need a premises registration number if the property is leased to another entity for livestock use.  All livestock species will eventually be included in the National Animal Identification System.  These include beef and dairy cattle, horses (equine), sheep and goats, swine, poultry, camelids (llama and alpaca), ratites (ostrich and emu), and captive cervids (deer, elk, and antelope).
